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HOW ACCESSIBLE CAN IT GET? 


Those who would protect wilderness must — 
face a number of problems; possibly re 
most constantly recurring threat is pres- 
sure for too-easy access. Proposals for 

roads, tramways, jeep trails, and air. 

ransport are something like the army 
that grew from the sowing of the. dragonts 
teeth: as soon as one is downed, two 
others spring up in its place. 
unaware that mechanization destroys that 
for which we seek the wilderness it makes 
accessible, starry-eyed promoters come. up 
with plens for truck trails to the fish- 
ing streams, tramways to the mountain 
peaks, helicopter service into the ree 
motest parts of the national parks. Just 
for extra measure, there are always pro- 
‘posals for dams that would flood out im- 
portant scenic and recreational areas. 

To bring Yodelereaders ‘up to date, here. 
are some of the issues of current concern 
to the Sierra Club: 


San Jacinto Tramway, This scheme, alas, 
is still very much alive. What started 
as a 3-million-dollar project has grown 
tremeniously; recent press releases tell 
of plans for an annual capacity of 
1,680,000 passengers annually. Although 
the promoters' glowing statements pro- 
claim the advantages of getting that many 
people into a beautiful and otherwise 
wasted" wilderness, we cannot help wone 
dering what will happen to that wilder- 
ness under an idee tna daily nee of 
1600 visitors 

Of course, we also yonder hovw the pro- 
moters are going to solve the problem of 
getting enough water to the top of a dry 
mountain to serve the needs of all the 
visitors and resident employees; ‘what en- 
gineering advances they are. counting on 
to assure constant operation of a lift 
far steeper and longer than the only other 
one in the United States,(cont. page h) 
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'Twill be a gay, heart-warming party 
that we celebrate this Valentine Season, 


tert 


& 


enpiisniee 


Blissfully You will hear Bob Braun calling all folk 


dancers into a lively square; youtll 
also enjoy social dancing to the music 
of Charlie Stern and his: orchestras, Ail 
this and delicious refreshments, tooJ 
So be sure and get your tickets early 
for the 
HAPPY VALENTINE 
on . , 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
at 
LAUREL HALL 
e070 California Streét(near Scott 
San Francisco 


PARTY 


Tickets--only $l--can be purchased from: 


Florence Cellarius (Ch.) TH 3+1509 
Rusty and Oscar Carlson OL 3-887 
_ Ramona ‘ascher JO 7-161; 
Tena Catena SK 1+-9100 

and at the Sierra Club office. 
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EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE PROGRAM 


niente, February: 1) 
Everett Junior High School, S.F, 


Hinar Nilsson will. show his Koda= 
chromes of Mount McKinley 


Details in your next Yodeler, 


STSIA CLUB YODELER 

A semi-nonthly publication of the San 
Francisco Bay Chapter. Address all com- 
munications to: Yodeleditor, Sierra 
Club, 1050 Mills Tower, San Francisco 4. 


“ Subseription: 21400 per year (20 issues) 
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Vivien Schagen, #ditor 
Joan Altieri Polly Dyer ; 
Robert A, Brewer Jean C. Gilfillen 
Cicely Christy Harriet T. Parsons 
Carolyn ‘Crowley - John P, Schagen 
Richard K, Dilley Margaret P. Shaub 
Mary Be Van Viyck: 


Next Deadline: 
Monday, February 6, 1950, 6 PM 
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YODELEARS HEAR--~ 


--advance news from the Mountain Play 
Association: this year's play on Tamal- 
Peis will be "Robin Hood", to be directed 
by Reginald Travers and presented on 
Sunday, May 21. 


--from Jim Barbour, that it is now pos~ 
sible to camp in the State Park et the 
Oceano sand dunes, just south of Pismo 
Beach. Facilities are being installed 
and the park is open to campers. 


--that Phoebe Russell became lirs. Lowell 
Sumner on January 7, in Pasadena. The 
Sumners will live in Berkeley, where they 
are building a home at the top of Pano- 
remic Way, 

--of recent visitors to the club office: 
Neil Ruge, just arrived from Germany with 
Olga, his bride of six months. Neil's 
next post with the State Department's 
foreign service will be at Casablanca, 


~-of the marriage of Lydia Kohanovich and 
Vadim Pogo jeff, last autumn. 


--that Joanne Taylor is leaving England 
by air on January 25, and expect to be 
back in California very early in Februarye 


--of the marriage of Bridget 
Kurt Ostwald, 


Stross and 


--thet Antoinette De Leone is now lirs, 


John Chapman, and Marianne Zeiss is lirs, 
Walter Marseille. 2 eee ee ris 


MT. McKINLEY MOVIES TO BE SHOUN 


The California Academy of Sciences has 
invited Bradford “Jashburn, Director of 
the Boston Iseum of Science, to be its 
guest and speaker at the annual meeting 
of the Academy to be held in the North 
American Hall, Golden Gate Park, on 
Wednesday evening, February. 15 at 8 PM, 
Brad ‘Washburn is well known for his fine 
Pictures of mountain climbing in Alaska, 
and on this occasion will show his latest 
motion pictures of Mount McKinley, . He 
has twice climbed the mountain and has 
made numerous reconnaissance flights 
around it, . 

The meeting is open to the public with- 
out charge. 


FWOC CONVENTION PLANS GATHER SPEED 


In preparation for this year's convention 
of the Federation of Western Outdoor 
Glubs, a semi-officiel meeting was held 
recently in Sen Francisco. Harry James, 
the new president of the Federation, came 
up from the South to meet with about 
fifteen of the active California members. 
Since the Sierra Club will be host to the 
convention in September at Clair Tappaan 
Lodge, we are anxious that all will move 
smoothly» Under Cy ieshburnts chairman- 
ship there is no doubt about about the 
moving or the smoothness--and anyone who 
known [resident Harry James knows that no 
grass grows under his feet either, (Are 
our metaphors mixed?) Our scout reports 
that this seasoned group of Federationers 
seems to have the basic plans well mapped 
out towards a successful convention, so 
we won't do any worrying. Just a little 
cooperating, maybe? 

Incidentally, have you sent in your 
dollar for your membership? The treas- 
urer is Olga lladsen, 985 Pine Street, 

San Francisco. (Ifake checks payable to 
Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs.) 


WEST POINT INN FEBRUARY 
‘Jerry Hunter (any time) TU 5-0514 
Ruth end Ray 
L' Esperance 
Lupe Rioseco 
Esther end 
Roy Crites (evenings) GR 4-1666 
Central Commissary 
can't reach hostess, call TU 5-0514, 


to ROR PR OR ES 


LOST OR HISLAID at Clair Tappaen Lodge on 


4-5 
*11-12 
(any time) DU 8-1389 
#18~19 (evenings) WA 1-2898 
25-26 


* 
If you 


Sunday, January 22, a black onyx ringe 


Telephone Marion Diehm, LAndscape 6-3554, 
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ea and 
January 29=-Fungi Trip. :Take 8:15 Bolin- 
as bus at 7th and Mission Streets. Get 
off at Pan Toll and walk five miles over 
Stapelveldt and Ben Johnson Trails’ to 
Muir Woods. Return by the Ocean View 
Trail to Mountain Home for return bus 
3:45 Pi. Members in private cars may 
pari at Liountain Home in time to take 
the 9:14 bus to Pan Toll. Paul and 
Maxine Chenoweth, leaders; Dr. Adelia 
licCrea guest leader. 
February 17--Evening Meeting. liiss Cath- 
erine licClellan of the University of 
California will give an illustrated talk 
on her two summers with the Indians of 
the Yukon in Canada, 
February 19--Trip to Moraga Ridge. See 
the next Yodeler for details. 


at 


Scenes of Desert Beauty ~ 
On Friday evening, January 13th, a talk 
was given by Charles Towmsend and John 
Thomas Howell describing a trip taken 
by them into the inaccessible regions of 
northern Arizona and southern Utah. A 
large audience was entranced by the col- 
or slides.taken and shown by Charles 
Townsend, 

Two fascinating cliff dwellings. were 
visited, Keet Seel; unique for its al- 
most level terrace, and Betatakin, noted 
for its tremendous cliffs rising 500 feet 
above the buildings. The vividness of 
the red sandstone was well captured in 
the pictures. 

Tom Howell gave commentary on plants 
found in all these locations and noted 
that many of them had been collected for 
the first time by Alice Eastwood in the © 
eighteen-eighties. Some of these plants, 
such as a delicate columbine and a red 
flowered mimulus, were found only at the 
springs far back under the overhanging 
arches protecting the cliff dwellings 
and never got other than reflected sun- 
light. iWe were given an account of the 
gruelling trip to the Rainbow Bridge 
and of a brief stop at Arches National... 
fonument . ; 

Part of the group enjoyed the guidance 
of Harry Goulding in Monument Valley and 
Tom learned how the Navajos used many of 
the plants he had collected as medicine. 
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EXPLORING DEATH VALLEY | 


crowd attending the Educational 
Committee program at Everett Junior High 
School on Tuesday, January 10, was 
afforded a most fascinating experience, 
They accompanied Dr. Bawden, Professor 
Jonte, and a large group of students, 
teachers and friends or the annual 
College of the Pacific Death Valley 
Expedition. 

Along with color motion pictures were 


The large 


.@ running commentary by Dr. Bawden, 


musical background sketches and selected 
sound tracks that took the audience to 
worship services at Red Rock Canyon, 

and exclusive interviews with Ranger 
Stanley Jones, George Palmer Putnam and 
Death Valley Scotty. Outstanding were 
the planning, organization and teamwork 
very much in evidence throughout the 
8-day trek of this twentieth century ex- 
pedition as it wound its way from Bakers- 
field over Walker Pass, by Red Rock Can~ 
yon, north by Trona and through Wildrose 
Canyon to Death Valley as seen from 
Augerberry Point high above the gleam- 
ing white sea of sand and heat. 

With the caravan of over 200 we visit- 
ed Stovepipe Wells, ‘the sand dunes, 
Furnace Creek Inn, Bad Water, Dante's 
View, Death Valley Scotty's Castle, the 
Salt Flats and the ghost town of Rhyo- 
lite with its Bottle House and Railroad 
Casino. ‘We ventured across Panamint 
Valley, by Owens Lake to visit the Ala- 
bama Hills, scene of many western 
movies, and at Isabella we examined 
Indian drawings visible on the boulders 
to this day. 

Through all ‘the expedition we joined 
the smaller groups as they’ pursued 
their interests in geology, chemistry, 
photography, painting and the plant and 
animal life of the valley, And we en- 
joyed the many human interest aspects 
that were bound to arise when an expedi- 
tion of young and younger men and 
women made camp and shared the experi-~ 
ences of eating, sleeping and living 
out of doors. -- Frank Hewitt 


FOR SALE: Complete ski and knapsack out- 
fit, unless Wayne Zenger, a recent graduate 
of SF State College School of Commerce & 
World Business, finds a means to finance 


his trips. Do you know of any leads into 
the field of Foreign Trade or Public 
Relations? Call ORdway 35-5683. 
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“Accessible (continued from. page 1) 
"hich is often shut down for repairs; how 
‘is expensive project is going to be 
~Mancially suecessful.even though other 
such ‘ventures failed long ago (when auto 
roads’ were scarce); or even how the 
Authority is going to be able to raise 
the weobee 10-million-dollar building 
fund. For the sake of the wild area, we 
hope they can't. If the tramvay fails 


efter it has been built, the wild area 
will have been damaged already. 


Shadow Lake Road. One of the choicest 
portions of the Mount Dana-ifinarets Wild 
Area is scheduled for invasion by a min- 
ing road. Under existing laws the United 
States Forest Service has been obliged to 
grant a permit to the owners of the min- 
ing claims on Shadow Creek to extend the 
existing road from Agnew Meadow up the 
granite face past Shadow Falls practically 
to Lake Ediza. The presence of a road is 
not going to enhance the superlative 
beauty of the wilderness region. 


Trans-Sierra Roads. Chambers of Commerce 
in the Owens Valley are again pressing 
for completion of a road across the 
high country just south of Mount Whitney, 
invading an area that is valuable now 
not only for its scenery, but also for 
the relative isolation that means good 
hunting and fishing. It is too bad that 
other residents of the Owens Valley--the 
owners and operators of pack outfits-- 
cannot have a louder voice against what 
can not mean progress for them. Who 
will want to escape mechanized civiliza- 
tion or pursue deer and trout in an area 
to be traversed (and depopulated) by a 
road? 

Then, there is the promised extension 
of the road above Cedar Grove, in Kings 
Canyon National Park, If it is to be 
built as far as Kanawyers to the stand- 
ards of an access road, rather than a 
terminal, will San Joaquin Valley "bus- 
inessmen" feel that it is going to waste 
if it doesn't serve a large hotel in the 
heart of the Kings Canyon, and eventu- 
ally cross Kearsarge Pass? 


Mining City and Glacier View Das. Even 
the features for which national parks 
have been set aside are threatened with 
inundation in the name of flood control. 
We thought the Glacier View Dam proposal 
was dead=--until Representative Mansfield 
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TRAMPS ON TAMALPAIS 


Those who looked at the sky and predicted 
rain for Sunday, January 22, were quite 
mistaken, as the day surpassed all ex- 
pectations, 

The ten hikers who boarded the bus for 
Pan Toll felt a little foolish, for it 
seemed that it might rain at any minute. 
But as we came up to the Mountain Home, 
the clouds dispersed dnd the sun came out, 

We went through Rock Springs and down 
the trail through the trees toward Laurel 
Dell, enjoying the fine scenery and clear, 
rushing streams. Proceeding up the 
K. C,. Trail toward Barth's Retreat, the 
leader -made an unscheduled turn, and we 
found ourselves in the road between 
Laurel Dell and Potrero Meadows. At the 
Meadows, we met some Rock Climbers who 
had spent the night there, as well as a 
group known as the Meadowers who have 
their Sunday dinner at this spot. Then 
on to Lake Lagunitas for lunch, where 
supplementary nourishment was served by 
Frank Thias and Greta Bissill. 

In the afternoon we decided to head 
for Fairfax instead of Ross, At a narrow 
place on the trail where it is necessary 
to hold on by a wire, liary O'Leary lost 
her: balance ‘and tumbled.into the little 
canyon andstream below, -However, she was 
not hurt--only a little wet--and so we 
pushed on to Fairfax, where we received 
our customary greeting from the canine 
tail-waggers. ~-Dick Monges —_ 
of Montana introduced a bill to return 
it to the list of approved projects for 
the Columbia Basin. Elsewhere, the Ohio 
Basin plan included a dam on the Green 
River in Kentucky that would back water 
into the caverns in Manmoth Caves Nat- 
ional Park~-although the park was a gift 
from the people of Kentucky to the people 
of the United States. We hope for defeat 
of both dam plans. But when will these 
who would control floods realize that 
grass does better than concrete? 


These are just some high spots, All 


‘ represent a type of thinking that prefers 
management and exploitation to protect- 


ion and appreciation, Until more citizens 

recognize the jokers in proposed devel=- 

opments~-the ultimate damage accompanying 

accessibility, the eventual destruction 

in the name of control--conservationists 

will have uphill battles, 

Watch the Bulletin for further news, 

--CEM 
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A CLIEBER'S GUIDE TO 
Introduction 
This isareprint of thé first of a serie 
of guides to local rock-climbing in Nor- 
thern California. Since nearly all of 
our local climbs are, in most cases, ver 
short, a diagram is usually all that is 
needed to locate the route. The infor- 
mation given is as follows: number and 
name of climb, date of first complete 
ascent and descent, name of climber, 
classification of difficulty, average 
angle of critical portion of climb, 
length of climb, and the outstanding 
characteristics, ’ 

The classification of difficulty is 
given for the purpose of enabling one to 
judge which climb he is capable of, and 
for rough comparison, following as well 
as possible that established by. the Com- 
mittee on Mountain Records for A Climber! 
Guide to the High Sierra, Local climbs 
have been classified as though one were 
to lead them. Sixth class has been con- 
sidered as a climb so close to the limit 
of ability that in leading one should re- 
sort to artificial aid rather than run 
the risk of a fall, (C-12 is a clear ex- 
ample of a pitch which can be climbed 
without direct aid, but without which 
would be entirely unjustified as a lead. 

Where an upper belay is customarily use 
the classification is intended to follow 
as well as possible that applied to the 
end or 3rd man on the rope in the high 
mountains. Leadership is an entirely dif 
ferent thing. Ability to climb a 5th class 
route with an upper belay does not assure 
safety in leading such a route, particu- 
larly on long climbs, Keep in mind that 
climbing without an upper belay is pro- 
hibited on most of our local climbs, 


s 


PART I, CRAGMONT ROCK 
by Dick Leonard 


Cragmont Rock consists of firm Northbrae 
Soda Rhyolite of volcanic origin very sim- 
dlar to granite in texture and holds, 
Cliffs of 20 to 55 feet. Situated in a 
public park in North Berkeley, California. 

BELAYING POINT - The best location in 
northern Local climbing for practicing 
sitting and standing body belays up to a 
maximum of 5 feet in height, 

PRELIMINARY CLIMBS - 11/6/32 Dick Leon- 
ard = 3rd class = O° to 70% 20 to 60! = 
designed to introduce novices to the sport 
of rock-climbing, 

3 
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LOCAL ROCKS 


: 


DELAY PONT 


CRAGMONT ROCK- BERKELEY , CALIF, 


ene 


Cl = QUALIFICATION CRACK = 3/20/32 Dick 
eonard = class — 7]°- hot - best 
practice climb on the rock, Teaches high 
angle. crack technique and the lay~back,. 

C3 — OVERHANGING CRACK - 9/18/32 
Kenneth Nay - Wth class - 75°- )\5t - Tra 
verse of a high-angle face without ade- 
quate footholds, relying upon jam tech- 
nique in the crack beneath the overhang. 

C2 ~ SOUTHEAST TRAVERSE - 9/18/32 - 
Beverly Blanks — Ith class - 7)°- 53! - 
Traverse of a face on l-inch holds, 

Ch - EAST FACE - 10/9/32 Dick Leonard = 
hth class - 659= Sot - Direct face climb 
on small holds, Descent more difficult. 

C5 - STAIRCASE ARETE - 10/9/32 Beverly 
Blanks = th class = 65° Sot ~ A face 
climb. The first 10-foot pitch at 88° is 
the test of the. climb, 

C6 = SOUTHEAST CRACK = 10/16/32 Kenneth 
Schwab = 5th class - 95° 361 - Overcoming 
an overhang by means of a crack, 


(to be continued) 
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MUD AND MASTODONS 


"More hikes in the East Bay~-especially 
with Lotte and Gil Clark leading! was 
the happy feeling of the bundled-up 44 
who hiked through sun, for, sticky 
gumbo mud and dripping trees in the 
back reaches of Alameda County on Sune 
day, January 15, on our welcome-visitor 
hike labeled “Three Peaks", 

The day started auspiciously enough 
when the hikers and the leaders arrived 
on time, and in bright sunshine started 
across campus and headed for the damp 
earth of Strawberry Canyon, where ice 
on the puddles and frost on the grass 
made the day feel as crisp as Christmas 
morning. f 

For a report of the rest of the morning, 
let me quote Gil: "After making a few 
turns uw» the forested slope behind the 
botanical gardens, we shifted into low 
gear and came out on top of the Berkeley 
foothills where, by skipping one peak and 
by-passing another, we made our ob jective. 
lunch at the Brazilian Pavilion, under a 
fastefading sun." ; 

We were joined on the terrace by several 
suspiciously unmuddy hikers, and by Bd 
Darrow, chairman of the East Bay Hiking 
Council, who came to tell us of the 
other welcome-visitor hikes our neighbor 
clubs are holding in the near future. 

He then introduced the official representa. 
tives of our visitor clubs. Marion Covell” 
spoke on the activities of the Berkeley 
Hiking Clubs American Youth Hostels 
literature was distributed by Ramona 
Wascher, in the absence of Florence Rata;. 
Oakland Recreation Dept. was represented 
by Carol Puleifer; Ramona again-took tho 
floor, for the Sierra Club; and Alice Lo’ 
Padua gave us schedules of the California 
Alpine Club; Ed Darrow:invited us all to 
the Contra Costa Hills Club hike in two 
weeks, which will be the next welcome- 
visitor hike, 2 cage i 

After lunch, according to Gil, ",..we 
headed ‘for Wildcat Peak by brealting a 
countour trail through tall grass and 
jackrabbits--the rear getting more and 
more in arrears all the time, 

"Gliding and, slithering through a 
eucalyptus glade, we were presently ‘over- 
whelmed by’ the 1250 feet of Wildcat Peak. 
The impression 'on all 38 survivors was _ 
-atomic. Then slipping squishily around the 


HE YODELER - °° 


bus," 


(January 23, 1950 


NEW SKI ARBAS OPENED 


Two new ski areas recently opened by 
the U.S. Forest Service, will help to 
relieve the congestion in other regions, 
or at least take care of some of the in- 
creasing number of new ski enthusiasts, - 

Squaw Valley, which offers a double 
chair lift and a new lodge is located 
near Lake Tahoe and partly within the 
Tahoe National Forest. Big Bear, which 
also has a chair lift, is at Big Bear 
Lake in the Sen Bernardino Forest, 

There are new lifts installed at Miles 
High resort near Long Barn--a T-bar lifte- 
and a new chair. lift, at Show Valley, 30 
miles from San Bernardino, 

Why~don't you disappointed would-be- 
Clair Tappaaners try some other area for 
a change? Don't stay at home just be- 
cause you can't go to the best place you 
know of.. New slopes and a new environe 


ment might do worlds for your skiing, 


and show. you new worlds for your seeing. 
ae nn re 
north face of Wildcat (no ropes), we 
slid down to Camp Tahloma, where we une 
loaded the 3-foot square blocks of adobe 
from the bottoms of our boots, and (in 
such a weightless state) promptly took 
OLS a a.. 5? 

A minority elected to push on.to the 
bus line, but most of us stayed to en« 
joy the hot ‘stove and soft seats pro- 
vided by Jack Parker, Ranger Naturalist 
at the Field Ifuseum, and Oscar, his pet 
rangsrooster, who gave us a talk (who? 
well, not Oscar!) on the 700 acres of 
primitive area, It was here, we 
learned, that the 2,000,000-year-old 
elephantine legbone of a mastoadon was 


. recently found, 


Happily tired, we waited patiently 
at the Spruce Street Reservoir (having 
come out “just at 4 o'clock according to 
schedule), where frierid Richard fin- - 
ishéd the day for all with the remark, 
"No doubt that mastodon died in the 
hills here waiting for a See Kystem 
‘=-Edna Spalding 


FOR SALE: One pair men's hiking boots, . . 
_ : : 


size 6-E. ‘Worn once, wrong fit. Cost 
$10.95, would like $5.00. Olympic 3-3259, 


re he 


